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2. WHBHRIHE (PEBIESBUF: 801, BIRESMALN) R

"N

CHINESE POLITICS
AND GOVERNMENT

Power, Ideology and Organization

¥ [H Routledge Hfitt

Chinese Politics and Government: Power, ldeology and Organization
Routledge, 2012

ISBN-978-0-415-55139-7 (paperback 39.95)| 978-0-415-55138-0 (hardback 145.
00)

http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415551397/

Hif:

"This book fills a crying need for a readable yet thorough text on Chinese pol
itics that provides a clear analysis and description of the Chinese political proc
ess itself while also putting it in a comparative context. Guo's work describes

the formal structure and informal workings of the Chinese political system, wit
h attention to the Chinese cultural and Marxist ideological backgrounds, showin
g the relevance of the study of Chinese politics to more general empirical theo
ries in political science." —Peter Moody is Professor of Political Science at T
he University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana.

"This textbook is an excellent example of combining theories of Chinese politi
cal studies with comprehensions of PRC political practices. It is written with i
nsights penetrating into the essence of the Chinese political system and perspec
tives positioning this system in the comparative contexts of world communism
and international politics — its depth has reached an admirable level of schola
rship." —Guoguang Wu, Professor of Political Science and Chair in China a
nd Asia-Pacific Relations, University of Victoria, Canada.
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Over the past two decades, China’s political reforms, open-door policy, dramatic

economic growth, and increasingly assertive foreign policy have had an unprecede
nted regional and global impact. This introductory textbook provides students wit
h a fundamental understanding of government and politics in China as well as the
conceptual ability to explore the general patterns, impacts, and nature of continui
ties and changes in Chinese politics. Further, it equips students with analytical fra
meworks by which they can understand, analyse and evaluate the major issues in
Chinese politics, including:

» The basic methodologies and theoretical controversies in the study of
Chinese politics.

* The major dimensions, structures, processes, functions and characteristi
cs of the Chinese political system, such as ideology, politics, law, soci
ety, economy, and foreign policy.

* The impact of power, ideology, and organization on different spheres o
f Chinese society.

» The structure, process, and factors in Chinese foreign policy making.

* Whether China is a “strategic partner” or “potential threat” to the Unit
ed States.

By examining contending theoretical models in the study of Chinese politics, this
book combines an essentialist approach that keeps focus on the fundamental, uni
que and defining features of Chinese politics and government with other theoretic
al approaches or analytical models which reveal and explore the complexities inh
erent in the Chinese political system.

Extensively illustrated, the textbook includes maps, photographs and diagrams, as
well as providing questions for class discussions and suggestions for further readi
ng. Written by an experienced academic with working knowledge of the Chinese
Government, this textbook will provide students with a comprehensive introductio
n to all aspects of Chinese Politics.

H 3%
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Part 1: Introducing Chinese Politics
1. Chinese Politics in Comparative Communist Systems
2. Theoretical Models for Studying Chinese Politics

Part 2. Land and People

3. Shaping Forces of Chinese State Making, Political Culture, and Political Tra
dition

4. Traditional Chinese Culture and Confucianism

Part 3: Political Development
5. The Collapse of Imperial State and the Communist Road to Power
6. The Making of Communist New State and the post-Mao Transition

Part 4: Political Ideology
7. Marxism-Leninism and Chinese Political Ideology
8. ldeological Modifications in Post-Mao China

Part 5: Political Institutions
9. The Party-State Structure of Chinese Government
10. Institutional Changes in post-Mao China

Part 6: The Chinese Legal and Legislative Systems
11. The Chinese Legal and Legislative Systems
12. Legal and Legislative Reforms in Post-Mao China

Part 7. The Chinese Society
13. Chinese Social Structure and State-Society Relations
14. Social Changes and State-Society Relations in Post-Mao China

Part 8: The Chinese Economy
15. State Socialism and Chinese Communist Economy
16. Market Socialism and Economic Transition in Post-Mao China

Part 9: Chinese Foreign Policy
17. Chinese Foreign Policy Making
18. US-China Relations in Transformation

R examination copy: http://www.routledge.com/resources/complimentary
exam_copy_request/9780415551397/
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6 ZHHZES1X: Book Review on Bulag’ s Collaborative Nationalism, China

Information, 2011: 25(3) 292-293

This is a study worthy of praise for several merits. First, the author, with his Inner
Mongolian background and his academic presence in the United Kingdom and the
United States, gives a particular perspective that complements views developed by
Western and Chinese researchers on national minorities in China. Second, it unfolds a
complex picture of ‘collaborative nationalism’ and points to one important aspect
which has not received enough anthropological treatment in recent years, that is, the
role Inner Mongolians have played in constructing New China. Third, the author adds
theoretic complication to what has been taken for granted, replacing Sino-centric
models with his notion of triadic space of multiparty negotiations. Fourth, the book
combines geopolitical, ethnographic, and literary perspectives — a welcome synthesis
for anthropological studies of China.

7« RI&: Adaptive Justice in the Chinese Context: Law versus Commonsense

#E: Under certain circumstances, law may come into conflict with commonsen
se, which by definition refers to “popular conceptions of right and wrong”, a co
nflict to which rescue comes a mechanism | conceptualise as “adaptive justic
e”,as it aims to adapt the law, in balance with other non-positive, but equally
universal rules, to the circumstances at hand. It follows two propositions: (1) W
hen law encounters or engenders difficulty during its legislation, application or
interpretation, certain non-positive, universal rules will have to be introduced in
order to make flexible the rigidity of written law; (2) the solution is an adapti
ve application of legal rules, rather than adherence to a literal reading of legal
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texts.In the context of the libertarian-communitarian debate on justice, this notio
n of adaptive justice may offer us a new angle, as it has an in-built focus o

n “methodological relationalism”, which by definition uses interpersonal relations
hip as the basic unit of analysis to decode human behaviour and values.

k1A : Adaptive Justice, Confucian Improvement, Methodological Relationalism,

Liberalism, Communitarianism
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