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5 R. A. Newman, Equity in theWorld’s Legal Systems: A Comparative

Study, Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Sep 2011

This book is impressive in its scope as it aims to include as many countries, as 
diverse regimes, and as varied traditions, as possible. It offers an interesting range of 
discussions on equity in such countries as might have been neglected by researchers 
before. Nevertheless, this volume falls short of offering in-depth theorising of why 
and how equity differed from one system to another. For instance, why between Japan 
and China, equity could have assumed such forms of expressions that stood in stark 
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contrast with each other despite the geographical and cultural proximity of these two 
countries? Moreover, as for the Islamic countries, where has religion found its way 
into administering equity in courts and supposedly fused the law with a different way 
of legal thinking vis-à-vis other religious beliefs such as, let’s say, Christianity? Is 
there difference internal to equitable practices in Islamic countries and regions? All 
these, among many other important questions, are left unanswered. Perhaps this book, 
as an introductory work into the field of comparative study of equity, can be regarded 
as a stepping stone to the further terrain of in-depth comparative theorising of 
different equitable traditions and practices. In this sense, it opens rather than closes 
the door to more possibilities 

6 Interdisciplinary Research by Collaborative Means,

Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Sep 2011

Where in recent years “interdisciplinary” has become a buzzword for the research 
community, there are different approaches to making all kinds of research 
interdisciplinary, be it natural science, social sciences or intermediate areas such as 
psychoanalysis. One is for an individual researcher to make him/herself as 
knowledgeable as possible and to become an encyclopaedic figure like, for example, 
Aristotle. This approach can be time-consuming as it places a higher demand on 
individuals to reach out to areas that fall outside his or her expertise. Moreover, in a 
Hayekian sense, not only are individuals bound by the limits of their physical strength,
but their knowledge is also bound by the limits of rationality. These two limits in 
mutual reinforcement can seriously undermine the effectiveness of making oneself 
“interdisciplinary” marginally close to an ideal level. The other approach, by 
comparison, is to invite other researchers along, to bring in their expertise and to 
introduce a spirit of team-work in academic research. Making social sciences research 
as a collaborative venture is laudable to the extent that it dilutes the requirements in 
terms of the breadth of knowledge among a group of individuals, rather than 
concentrates it on one individual. At least hypothetically two or more brains work 
better than one, an impression that can be testified or falsified statistically. To testify 
this hypothesis, nevertheless, is not the focus of this article. In its stead, I wish to 
discuss the significance of making research “interdisciplinary” by collaborative means. 
Three recent conferences held by the Fudan Institute for Advanced Study in Social 
Sciences (“IAS-Fudan” hereinafter) in March, 2011, can attest to the validity of this 
argument 
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7 China in theWorld,

Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Sep 2011

In the colonial tradition, China studies, in the same line as other national studies, 
were treated as research into an isolated geographical given, of which certain 
knowledge was extricated, in terms of its culture, customs, mores and manners, to 
serve the purpose of better colonial rule by Caucasian settlers. As we march into the 
age of globalisation, China studies has been, to a great extent, emancipated from its 
colonial shackles. This was achieved not only on the basis of an international 
recognition of China as a sovereign nation, but more importantly, through 
re-positioning China in the context of the world. The studies of China, so to speak, 
only make sense by examining China’s connection with the outside world. In terms of 
identitarian perspectives, China is more an entity deeply embedded in the world 
structure than an isolated being as in the imaginary of Orientalism. For this reason, 
our studies of China will necessarily call for an assumption of contextualising China 
in the world structure. Several recent events in Fudan attempted to examine different 
aspects of China in this way. 
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